
Northolt High School 
Scheme of Learning 

 

Seizing opportunity                            Instilling ambition                             Realising potential 

Year group: 
Year 7 

Term:  
Spring 

Unit duration: 
10 weeks 

Number of lessons: 
18 plus assessment  

Unit title:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

Assessment outcome: Exploratory Essay Requiring a Judgement   Fertile question? What can we learn about love from William 
Shakespeare? To what extent is it right to interfere in the lives of others? 

Disciplinary (subject) knowledge to recall from previous units: Characters are not real people, they are constructed by the writer; a correct topic sentence should say 
something relevant, accurate, and contain a single point; relevant quotations from the text support topic sentences; essays are composed of a series of analytical paragraphs. 
Key skills/concepts/knowledge that students should cover  Start 

RAG 
End  
RAG  

Literacy. Key 
vocabulary/subject terminology 
that students should cover 
 

● Shakespeare 
● Elizabethan 
● Context 
● Globe Theatre 
● Groundling 
● Myth  
● Severe 
● Conflict 
● Soliloquy 
● Act 
● Scene 
● Unrequited love 
● To mock 
● Absurd 
● Chaos 

Literacy. Key 
vocabulary/subject 
terminology to recall 
from previous units 
 

● topic 
sentence 

● quotation 
● analysis 
● character 
● essay 
● moral  
● vulnerable  
● brutal  
● corrupt  
● villain  
● malicious  
● victim  
● naive 

By the end of the scheme you should be able to: 

1. Describe Shakespeare’s life     
2. Describe the experience of the Elizabethan theatre     
3. Describe life for the rich and the poor in Elizabethan England     
4. Identify key features of a play, act and scene     
5. Describe the key characters of A Midsummer Night’s Dream     
6. Identify the key plot points of the play     
7. Analyse how characters are presented in individual moments in the play using topic sentences 
that say something relevant, accurate, and contain a single point. 

   

8. Support topic sentences with quotations that are accurate, avoid repeating the point and last no 
more than two lines of writing. 

   

9. Identify the different types of love expressed in the play     
10. Explain how relationships change over the course of the play     
11. Consolidate independent writing of analytical paragraphs     
12. Consolidate independent writing of introductions and conclusions     
13. Identify the moral questions a text poses      
14. Develop a personal opinion and response to a text     
Stretch -  Key skills/concepts/knowledge that students should cover 
1. Make evaluative judgements of characters and the writer’s intention in relation to their 
context 
2. Make comparative judgements to comment on how a character changes as the text 
progresses 
3. Offer alternative interpretations of characters 
4. To make perceptive comments on the lessons of a text 

   
 
 

Key home learning tasks students should complete 
Research - Deepening understanding of Shakespeare, 
Elizabethan London and Athens 
Creative Writing - Write accounts from a selected character’s 
perspective 
Argument Writing - Should we interfere with relationships? How 
much control should parents have over their children? 


