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Year group:
Year 8

Term:
Autumn

Unit duration:
12 weeks

Number of lessons:
24 Unit title: Sherlock Holmes Stories

Assessment outcome: Character based exploratory essay using an
unseen extract.

Fertile question? Does Sherlock Holmes deserve to be a celebrated
literary character?

Knowledge that should be secure and will be tested throughout this unit. Start
RAG

End
RAG Literacy. Key vocabulary/subject terminology that

students should cover
● Deduction
● Scandal
● Compromise
● Periodical
● Serial
● Introspective
● Dual nature.duality
● Fallible
● Infallible

Big Concepts
● Metaphor
● Characterisation
● Features of the mystery genre
● Society’s views  - role of women, class and

criminality
● Duality

1. How to craft accurate, relevant and focused topic sentences. How to support these
with relevant and concise quotations.
2..How to construct an essay using analytical paragraphs to develop my ideas.
3. How to explore the multiple meanings in metaphorical language,
Key skills/concepts/knowledge that students should cover Start

RAG
End
RAG

By the end of the scheme you should be able to:
1. Describe the criminal and judicial landscape of Victorian London.
2 Identify the key features of mystery writing
3. Describe the form of a periodical and explain the difference between this and a
novel
4. Explain why a scandal makes for an interesting plot device
5. Analyse the character of Sherlock Holmes

6. Analyse the character of Dr Watson
7. Use precise and well selected textual detail

8. Explain the idea of dual nature and explain how this is presented through writing

9. Explore the use of metaphor in fictional writing
10. Explore how attitudes to women are presented and criticised through the text

Stretch. Key skills/concepts/knowledge that students should cover
1. Make evaluative judgements of characters in relation to their context
2. Compare how different writers use characters to comment on society
3. Compare how the novel (Oliver Twist) and periodicals (Sherlock Holmes)
offer writers different opportunities

Suggested materials teachers: Sherlock Holmes
Mastery Booklets, Classic Starts texts (F)
Key home learning tasks students should complete
Weekly teacher-set preparation, review and consolidation
activities to stretch and embed in-class learning.
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