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Choosing your Options at Key Stage 4
Deciding on what courses you would like to study at GCSE is an important process and must
be given careful consideration.
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Y8 Options Assembly Programme
In order to help with the decision process, students will receive further information and
guidance on the option subjects available through a programme of assemblies which will start
after half term. These will be delivered every Wednesday to students’ GMail accounts. Please
watch through each presentation with your child.

Making your choices
Following the Year 8 Parents’ Evening on Thursday 25th March, you will be emailed an
online options form to complete. The deadline for completing this online form is Monday
29th March 2020. Once submitted, a copy will be printed off by the school and sent home
for a parent to sign so that we know your choices have been discussed and agreed at home.
We will make every effort to give you your priority choices but if for any reason we can’t, we
will let you and your family know and allocate you your reserve choices. The final list of
subjects that will run and the option blocks they will run in will depend on student choices. We
will look to tailor the final subject offer to the needs and interests shown by the students.

Thinking ahead
When you choose your options, you should think carefully about what path you want to follow
in the future.
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GCSE or VCERT?
Students at Northolt High can gain qualifications in both GCSEs (General Certificate of
Secondary Education) and VCERTs (Vocational Certificate). The two qualifications hold
the s ame weighting. Here are some things to consider.

The English Baccalaureate
Where previous assessment information indicates a student has the necessary aptitude, Form
Tutors and the Year Team will direct them to also choose French. These subjects combined
with a strong pass in English, Maths, Science and one Humanities subject (Geography or
History) will enable them to complete the English Baccalaureate qualification. This qualification
will be advantageous to their future employment prospects and educational opportunities,
particularly if they would like to attend the prestigious “Russell Group” Universities (Top 20
Universities in the UK). Where students have not been directed towards the English
Baccalaureate qualification, it may still be something they would like to consider.

Compulsory Subjects
Core Subjects

You will study and get a qualification in the following core subjects:
● English Language
● English Literature
● Mathematics
● Science (Combined or Triple Award Science qualification)

Foundation subjects
You will study the following ono-examined foundation subjects:
● PE (games)
● PSHCEE
● RE

Science

All students will study the GCSE Trilogy Science qualification (worth two GCSEs). Students who
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show the necessary aptitude in Science may be selected to complete the Individual Sciences
in Biology, Chemistry and Physics (worth three GCSEs). Students selected for this would have
Science as one of their option subjects.

New Subjects, or Subjects that you have not studied before
Please take care if you are selecting subjects that you have not studied before. Bear in mind
that when you choose a new subject, there is a great deal of new language and new skills to
learn which can be quite challenging. Make sure you speak to the relevant member of staff
leading that subject so that you are properly informed about what taking that subject will
entail.

Your Choices
Option choice Subject 1
A
 ll students will study a
  Humanities subject, either: Geography or History. As both subjects
have a large amount of content and skill to master we would advise againsta student selecting
both.

● GCSE GEOGRAPHY o
 r GCSE HISTORY

Three Further Option choice subjects
Below is the range of GCSE and VCERT option subjects available. Based on their
preferences, each student will be allocated 4 subjects from the following:
●

GCSE TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE
(students are selected based on their
aptitude and interest in Science)

● GCSE FRENCH

● GCSE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
● VCERT DRAMA
● VCERT HOSPITALITY & CATERING
● VCERT MUSIC

● GCSE ART & DESIGN o
 r
GCSE THREE DIMENSIONAL DESIGN

● GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES
● GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE or

● GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION or
VCERT HEALTH AND FITNESS

● GCSE FILM STUDIES

VCERT ICT
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Contacting Subject Leaders
Below are the email addresses for the GCSE subject leaders should you wish to
contact them directly with a question or query prior to the Year 8 Parents’ Evening
on Thursday 25th March.
Subject Leaders-Core
chobbs@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader, Maths

hvardon-prince@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader, English

vjones@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader, Science

Subject Leaders
gtarrant@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: Art, Digital Photography & 3D Design

cmarsh@northolthigh.org.uk

Line Manager: Business Studies

wwasiq@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: Computer Science, Drama and Music

zboolaky@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: French

gtarrant@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: Hospitality and Catering

dwhalley@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: History

nwilliams@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: Geography

kgadd@northolthigh.org.uk

Subject Leader: Physical Education

The online options form along with guidance on how to submit it will be
shared with students on Friday 26th March and must be completed by
Monday 29th March.
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Careers Guidance Adviser
Clare Rodway- c
rodway@northolthigh.org.uk
Mondays at Northolt High school
Impartial advice, information and guidance to help make informed decisions on
choosing the right courses, apprenticeship, training or employment options for each
individual. Y
 our form tutor can email to book a meeting
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GCSE- Core Subjects
Your child will study and sit an exam in the following core
subjects:
● English Language
● English Literature
● Mathematics
● Science (Combined or Triple Award Science qualification)

It is statutory requirement for your child to learn the following foundation
subjects:
● Games
● PSHCEE
● RE
But they will not sit an exam in these foundation subjects.
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GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Your students will study towards a GCSE in English Language.

Why study English Language?
It is a statutory requirement that all students follow a course of study that includes English in
one of its many forms. It is about developing skills of analysis, expanding writing ability and
preparing for the future, whether in the workforce or further study.
Our curriculum ensures that our students leave us with the skills to interrogate, interpret,
communicate and engage with the world around them. Our pairing of reading and writing skills
creates empathetic citizens who are able to appreciate real world discourses and engage in
these themselves.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
All employers will ask about results in GCSE English and will use them as part of their
recruitment procedures. It is a requirement to achieve at least Grade 5 in English in order to go
on to study Level 3 courses.
Achieving well in the study of English at GCSE can lead to the study of English Literature,
English Language or English Language and Literature at AS and A Level.

What will I learn?
The development of a strong personal voice is placed at the heart of our curriculum. At Key
Stage 4, we teach reading and writing skills in tandem. Our curriculum pulls from a variety of
sources and voices to support students in their analysis and evaluation of the methods writers
use. Our curriculum structures encourage students to emulate the choices that they analyse in
their own writing.

Reading
●
●
●
●

Critical Reading and Comprehension
Summary and Synthesis
Evaluation of a Writer’s Choice of Vocabulary, Form, Grammatical and Structural
Features
Comparing Texts

Writing
● Producing Clear and Coherent Texts
● Writing for a Variety of Impacts
Speaking
● Presenting Information and Ideas
● Responding to Spoken Language
● Spoken Standard English

How is it assessed?
Paper 1- Exploration in Creative Reading and Writing- 50% written examination
Paper 2- Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives- 50% written examination
Speaking and Listening - delivering a prepared speech and responding to questions
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GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE
You will all study towards a GCSE in English Literature.

Why study English Literature?
The course allows you to experience a range of literature with a wide
variety of appeal drawn from contemporary and modern texts. The
texts have had a significant influence on British literary and cultural
heritage.
You will consider texts from the 17th, 19th, 20th and 21st century and will
use a range of skills to develop a detailed understanding of events and
circumstances that led to their production.
You will also learn to make fresh and individual responses to a range of elements of each text
including ideas, themes and messages.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
English Literature students become critical thinkers. This is a vital skill for any student that
wants to engage in higher education. In addition, a rounded study of literature creates
empathetic citizens. Empathy is a skill highly valued by further education centres and
employers.

What will I learn?
Reading Comprehension and Reading Critically
● Literal and Inferential Comprehension
● Critical Reading
● Evaluation of a Writer’s Choice of Vocabulary, Grammatical and Structural features
● Comparing Texts
● Romeo and Juliet
● The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
● Conflict and Power Poetry
● Blood Brothers
Writing
● Producing Clear and Coherent Texts
● Employing Nuanced Vocabulary to Explore Theme and Character
● Developing Clear and Critical Arguments
● Accurate Standard English.

How is it assessed?
Paper 1- Shakespeare and 19th Century Text- Romeo and Juliet, Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde- 4
0% written
examination
Paper 2- Modern Texts and Poetry- Blood Brothers and Power and Conflict Poetry- 6
0% written
examination
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GCSE MATHEMATICS
Why

study Mathematics?

Mathematics is essential for whatever you want to do in life. This
syllabus encourages you to see how mathematics can be used in
everyday situations which you may face once you leave school.
Mathematics provides the oral, written and practical skills
needed to solve everyday problems and to acquire knowledge
in other subjects particularly Science and Technology.
Mathematics is an important discipline; its power lies not only in
the capacity to explain and describe but also to predict and solve
.
The subject itself offers many opportunities for wonder,
satisfaction and pleasure. Willing pupils will find mathematics
challenging but accessible, useful and enjoyable.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
GCSE Mathematics is vital for getting into Sixth Form, College or employment.
If you achieve a grade 6 or above you can also study it at A level, which will give you the
opportunity to follow a number of different degree courses at top universities.

What will I learn?
The content of our GCSE Mathematics specifications have been grouped into the topic areas of
Number, Algebra, Ratio Proportion and rates of change, Geometry and Measures, and
Statistics.

What skills will I acquire?
The secondary Mathematics programme of study places an emphasis on problem-solving,
functionality and Mathematical thinking.

How is it assessed?
The Maths department currently teaches the Edexcel GCSE syllabus and pupils are entered for written
papers appropriate to their ability.
Linear Specification includes:
● Three papers with terminal assessment at the end of the course
● Each paper is 1.5 hours in duration and 80 marks each
● These papers are all externally assessed

With a choice of two tiers – Foundation (Grades 1 to 5) and Higher (Grades 4 to 9), we will choose the
course that best meets the needs of your child. W
 e are keen to help pupils enjoy mathematics and to
be successful in the examination.
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GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE
Why study Science?
Combined Science allows you to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics and combine them into
two GCSE’s. Combined Science is not only a fun and engaging course which gives you the
opportunity to take part in lots of exciting practical experiments but it also counts towards the
English Baccalaureate.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Students who achieve a minimum of a Grade 6 in Science have the opportunity to study
Biology, Chemistry or Physics at A level. Students who achieve a grade 4 or above have the
opportunity to study our BTEC in Applied Science. A 4+ grade in Combined Science will support
applications to universities and in the jobs market.

What will I learn?
Year 10
Cells and control, Genetics and genetic modification, Ecosystems and material cycles,
Formulae, equations and hazards, Atomic structure, the Periodic table, ionic and covalent
bonding, calculations involving masses, Forces and conservation of energy, Light and the
electromagnetic spectrum and Astronomy
Year 11
Plant structures and their functions, Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Exchange
and transport in animals, Health, disease and the development of medicines, Electricity and
circuits, Magnetism and the motor effect, Particle model, Forces and matter, Groups 1, 7 and 0,
Rates of reaction, Fuels, Heat energy changes in chemical reactions, Earth and atmospheric
science
You will not only learn the scientific content of Combined Science but the skills to analyse and
interpret data, identify correlations, draw graphs and create and conduct your own
experiments. As well as this you will learn how to construct scientific discussions, identify and
understand what is meant by reliable or biased evidence and use a number of sources of
information to do regular research.

How is it assessed?
There will be 6 exams that will be taken at the end of Year 11. On top of this, core practicals are
assessed over the 2 years and these are needed to pass the course.
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GCSE- Option Choices
● Your child will need to select to study either Geography or History as
their first option choice.
.

● You child will then need to make a further three option choices.

● Your child will need to consider where their s trengths lie and what
subjects they enjoy.
● Your child will need to submit their choices by Monday 2
 9th March
2021.
You can use the subject codes below to h
 elp them decide.

I am a
confident
writer.

I like being
practical.

I like speaking
and
communicating.

I am secure in
speaking and
writing in
English

Seizing opportunity

I am creative.

I am confident
with Maths.

I am good at long
term project
work.

I am good in
exam conditions.

I am good at
critical
thinking.

I might want to
study A Levels
in the future

I am an active
person.

I might want to
study Btec, level
2 or level 3 in the
future
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TRIPLE AWARD SCIENCE
Who will study Triple Science?
Students with an ability and interest in Science, will be offered
the opportunity to complete this course during the course of
the GCSE studies. Students selected for this course will study
Triple award Science as one of their four option subjects.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Our extra modules in Biology, Chemistry and Physics include many aspects of the AS Sciences,
making the transition into the Sixth Form easier. Not only does it allow you to get an extra
qualification, but Triple Science is highly regarded and recognised route in Science at GCSE
which supports application to the top Russell Group Universities to do medicine and pure
Science. In the jobs market Triple Science helps with applications to the top jobs such as
banking and consultancy.

What will I learn?
Plant structures and their functions, Animal coordination, control and homeostasis, Exchange
and transport in animals, Health, disease and the development of medicines, Electricity and
circuits, Magnetism and the motor effect, Particle model, Forces and matter, Groups 1, 7 and 0,
Rates of reaction, Fuels, Heat energy changes in chemical reactions, Earth and atmospheric
science.
You will be studying the same topics that are studies in core and additional science but all of
them will be in more depth. This course is aimed at those who are then able to continue with
science as the extra knowledge is very much a ‘bridge’ to A Level.

What skills will I acquire?
In addition to the scientific content of Triple Science, you will learn the skills to analyse and
interpret data, identify correlations, draw graphs and create and conduct your own
experiments. As well as this you will learn how to construct scientific discussions, identify and
understand what is meant by reliable or bias evidence and use a number of sources of
information to do regular research.

How is it assessed?

I am confident
with Maths.

I might want to
study A Levels in
the future

Seizing opportunity

I am good in exam
conditions.

Triple Science is assessed with 6
separate papers each sat at the end of
Year 11 and are worth 50% for each
GCSE.
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GCSE GEOGRAPHY
Why study Geography?
So many of the world's current issues – at a global scale and
locally - boil down to Geography, and need the geographers of the
future to help us understand them. This qualification enables you
to explore the world, the issues it faces and your own place in it.
You will make geographical decisions by applying your
knowledge, understanding and skills to real life 21st century issues
affecting people and the environment.
Many employers prize the knowledge and skills that studying
Geography can provide. Statistics show that compared with other
graduates, Geographers are amongst the most employable in the
working world.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Skills used in Geography will enable you to work in many different areas and increase your
employability. This subject will be of interest to students considering a career in marketing,
teaching, law, tourism, aid agencies, emergency services, forestry, town planning, architecture,
journalism....the list is endless! The independent learning skills developed through fieldwork
and decision making will prepare you for the change in learning style used in further and
higher education.

What will I learn?
The Physical Environment
● The Changing Landscapes of the UK (focusing on rivers and coasts)
● Weather Hazards and Climate Change
● Ecosystems, Biodiversity and Management
The Human Environment
● Changing Cities
● Global Development
● Resource Management (focusing on energy)
Geographical Investigations: Fieldwork and UK Challenges
● Fieldwork on the Physical Environment (a river investigation)
● Fieldwork on the Human Environment (an urban investigation)
● UK Challenges

What skills will I acquire?

The course takes a topic-based approach to learning and draws on geographical skills
including appropriate mathematics and statistics. Geography is a subject which develops other
important key skills such as communication, teamwork, self-management, ability to analyse
and empathise, literacy and a good understanding of technology through the use of
Geographical Information Systems.
How is it assessed?
.
I am secure in
speaking and
writing in English

●

I might want to
study A Levels in
the future

Seizing opportunity

I am good in exam
conditions.

Instilling ambition

●
●

Paper 1: The Physical Environment
– written examination - 37.5%
Paper 2: The Human Environment –
written examination - 37.5%
Paper 3: Geographical
investigations – written
examination - 25%
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GCSE HISTORY
Why study History?
History tells us everything we need to know about who we are and
how our world has developed. Understanding the past is the best way
to make sense of the present and plan for the future. The study of
History supports the development of a wide variety of vital skills such
as analysing evidence, identifying differing interpretations and forming
balanced judgements. The course we have chosen is interesting and
engaging, giving you the chance to study the key developments in
history, which has shaped the world in which we live.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
The History GCSE will teach you to think carefully about the judgements you make, the
evidence you use to support them and the way in which you communicate with them. It
prepares you for History A Level, but also develops skills that you will find useful in many other
subjects. History forms part of the EBACC and is highly regarded by employers, Further
Education providers and universities. Students of History go on to careers in Education,
Journalism, Law and many other professions.

What will I learn?
Paper 1– Medicine in Britain, c1250-present
Focus: Changing ideas about the cause of disease and illness, changing approaches to
prevention and treatment. Case studies looking at the Black Death, the Great Plague, Cholera
and key individuals.

Paper 2– Section 1 - Early Elizabethan England, 1558-88 and Section 2 - Superpower
relations and the Cold War, 1941-91
Section 1 focus: Society and government during Elizabethan England, challenges of religion,
the problem of Mary, Queen of Scots, plots and revolts, relations with Spain and the Armada.
Section 2 focus: Early tension between East and West, the development of the Cold War,
increased tension between East and West, Cold War Crises, reaction to crises, attempts to
reduce tension between East and West, the collapse of the Soviet control of Eastern Europe.

Paper 3– Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39
Focus: The origins of the Weimar Republic and early challenges, changes in society, early
development of the Nazi Party and the rise of Hitler, controlling and influencing attitudes,
opposition, resistance and conformity in Nazi Germany, Nazi policies towards women, the
young and minorities, employment and living standards.

What skills will I acquire?
History students will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the key events and
changes over time. They will study a variety of source materials, including text, pictures and
statistical information. Students will demonstrate their ability to analyse and evaluate source
material. They are also required to communicate effectively, including through extended
pieces of writing.
How is it assessed?
.
I am a confident
writer.

Students will sit three written examination papers.

I might want to
study A Levels in
the future

Seizing opportunity

I am good in exam
conditions.

Paper 1 - 1 hour and 15 minutes and worth 30% of the
GCSE.
Paper 2 - 1 hour 45 minutes and worth 40% of the GCSE
Paper 3 - 1 hour 20 minutes and worth 30% of the GCSE.

Instilling ambition
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GCSE FRENCH
Why study French?
French is one of the major global languages and is spoken on five
continents in over forty countries. Speaking French will open up the
world to you for education, career and leisure opportunities.
● Leading universities such as University College London require
a foreign language GCSE as part of their admission policy
● A modern foreign language can enhance your employment
opportunities in the global economy. French is widely spoken
on five continents by around 130 million people. This opens the
doors to many jobs around the world.
● French is the official working language of the United Nations, UNESCO, NATO, The
International Red Cross and The International Olympic Committee among others.
● Learning French together with History or Geography will help you gain the EBACC
qualification, which opens doors to the best sixth forms and colleges in the country.
● Graduates with a foreign language on their C.V. earn more money on average.
● 75% of employers want language skills!

What does it prepare me for in the future?
French can be continued at A Level in the Sixth Form, and then at University or College. There
are numerous dual subject courses available at 18+, combining French with a wide variety of
other subjects. Opportunities for employment exist within travel and tourism, commerce,
secretarial, interpreting, translation and many other spheres. Good communication skills are
highly valued by employers, and a qualification in French fulfils this criteria.

What will I learn?
Starting in year 9, we cover three main themes such as: Discussing our relationships and
choices, free time, the role of social media and technology in everyday life, we will also be
learning about customs and traditions, During the GCSE course, we will also study holidays,
charity work, the world of work, education, future plans and environmental issues.

What skills will I acquire?
The course will enable pupils to:● Develop the ability to use language effectively for purposes of communication.
● Form a sound basis of the skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and
leisure and to provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.
● Offer positive insights into the culture and civilisation of French speaking countries and to
encourage a sympathetic approach to other nationalities.
● Promote learning skills of a more general application e.g. analysis, memorising, drawing of
inferences, recognition of attitudes and emotions, summarising, reporting and explaining.
● Access reference materials including dictionaries, in-house resources, and information
technology to promote independence in language learning.
.H
 ow

●

.
I am secure in
speaking and
writing in English

●

I might want to
study A Levels in
the future

I like speaking and
communicating.

●
●
●

Seizing opportunity

Instilling ambition

is it assessed?

There are two tiers: a Foundation Tier
(grades 1-5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4-9)
Listening exam 25% of final grade
(foundation or higher)
Reading exam 25% of final grade (foundation
or higher)
Speaking exam 25% of final grade
(foundation or higher)
Writing exam 25% of final grade (foundation
or higher)
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GCSE ART AND DESIGN
Why

study Art & Design?

This subject allows students to be creative and gives learners a
rounded exposure to different aspects of art and design, allowing
them to display their abilities in a variety of artistic disciplines and
demonstrate their understanding of these contexts. Art and Design is
traditionally a popular subject, where lessons are undertaken in a very
calm and relaxed environment.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
The majority of students who study GCSE Art & Design go on to follow the subject at A Level.
From there they tend to go on to study foundation and degree courses at places such
as Central St. Martins, Surrey Institute of Art & Design or as far afield as places like Leeds,
Nottingham or Manchester.
You could progress into art related jobs in architecture, interior design, web design, video
games design, fashion, graphic design or illustration.
Nine Reasons to Study Art & Design
1. The internet has created an explosion of opportunity for digital designers and
multimedia artists.
2. Fine artists can reach a worldwide market at the click of a button.
3. High school students can achieve RECOGNITION while studying.
4. Those with a wide skill set have an advantage, in any career.
5. Studying Art improves performance in other subjects .
6. Good marks impress, no matter what.
7. Art marks are not solely dependent on an exam.
8. Coursework teaches you self-discipline.
9. Art makes you happy.

What will I learn?
You will explore a wide variety of disciplines including Fine Art, Graphic Design, Textiles, 3D
Design and/or Photography.
The course involves educational visits to places such as Tate Modern and other galleries and
exhibitions in London.
What

●
●
●
●
●

skills will I acquire?

Enables students to work with a broad range of media, including traditional and new media.
Gives an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design.
Provides knowledge, understanding and application in contemporary and past societies
and cultures.
Gives an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of art, craft.
Encourages students to express opinions about the work of other artists.

H
 ow is it assessed?
.
I am creative.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I like being
practical.

●
●

Instilling ambition

Unit 1: Art & Design Portfolio (60%)
Unit 2: Controlled Assignment (40%)
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GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES
Do you want to...
● Work in Customer Service?
● Work in Marketing?
● Manage your finances better?
● Be able to communicate more effectively?
● Understand your rights at work?

Why study Business Studies?
Have you ever wondered…
•

What Tesco is doing selling electronics?

•

Why McDonald's, home of the hamburger and high fat foods, now sells salads?

•

Why is Coca-Cola being kicked out of most vending machines in schools and replaced
by water?

•

Why do footballers get paid so much, whilst doctors go on strike because of low pay?

•

What prompts a business to take over another?

•

What rights do you have at work or when buying goods?

•

Why is it so complicated to work out the ‘best’ mobile phone or gas provider?

Course content
Business Studies considers real-life businesses and the way they operate. By studying the
theory and applying it to the real world you will be able to better understand how decisions
are made and can then make informed judgments and conclusions.
In GCSE Business Studies we cover these and a range of other real life topics, they include:
● Business activity
● Influences on business
● Business operations
● Finance
● Marketing
● Human resources

How is it assessed?
.
I am good in exam
conditions.

I am a confident
writer.

Seizing opportunity

I am secure in
speaking and
writing in English

Instilling ambition

All assessment takes the form of
external examinations.
Theme 1 - Investing small Businesses 50% of your overall grade
Theme 2 - Building a Business - 50% of
your overall grade.
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE
Why study Computer Science?
Did you know that Sir Tim Berners-Lee was the inventor of
the World Wide Web – and that he is British? Britain is seen
as the talent hotspot for technological advances. This course
will teach you how computer hardware functions and how to
write computer programs – giving you a sound starting point
for going on to play a key role in future technological
advances.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
The course will open the door to A Level Computing or Computer Science and the pathway to
a career in creating the technology of the future, for example as a programmer. Universities are
increasingly investing in developing Computing degree courses that will give you the
opportunity to compete in the very challenging and rewarding computing job market.

What will I learn?
You will;
● Develop your understanding of current and emerging technologies, including
understanding how they work and apply this knowledge and understanding in a range of
contexts.
● Acquire and apply technical skills and an understanding of the use of algorithms in
computer programs to solve problems using programming.
● Use your knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become an
independent and discerning user of IT, and be able to make informed decisions about the
use of different technologies.
● Understand the implications of these technologies on the user.
● Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a
range of contexts.
● Develop computer programs to solve problems.
● Develop the skills to work collaboratively.
● Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs/solutions and the impact of, and issues
related to the use of computer technology in society.

What skills will I acquire?
●
●
●
●

Technical skills relating to computer hardware and operating systems.
Skills to successfully complete investigations a variety of computer technologies.
Computing problem-solving skills.
An understanding of computer programming languages such as Java, C++ or Python.

How is it assessed?
.

Three units;
●
●

I am confident
with Maths.

I am good at
critical thinking.

Seizing opportunity

I might want to
study A Levels in
the future

●

Instilling ambition

Unit J277/01 – Computer systems
Written paper , 80 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes
Unit J277/02 – Computational thinking,
algorithms and programming
Written paper, 80 marks, 1 hour 30 minutes
Unit J277/03 – Programming Project
Non exam assessment, 40 marks, 20 hours
(TBC)
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GCSE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY
Why

study Photography?

This subject allows students to be creative and gives learners a
focused exposure to the production of still images and/or moving
images through the lens-based approach
Photography is traditionally a popular subject, where lessons are
undertaken in a very calm and relaxed environment.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
The majority of students who study GCSE Photography go on to follow the subject at A Level.
From there they tend to go on to study foundation and degree courses at places such
as Central St. Martins, Surrey Institute of Art & Design or as far afield as places like Leeds,
Nottingham or Manchester.
You could progress into art related jobs in architecture, interior design, web design, video
games design, fashion, graphic design or illustration.
Nine Reasons to Study Photography
1. The internet has created an explosion of opportunity for digital designers and
multimedia artists.
2. Photographers can reach a worldwide market at the click of a button.
3. High school students can achieve recognition while studying.
4. Those with a wide skill set have an advantage, in any career.
5. Studying artistic improves performance in other subjects.
6. Good marks impress, no matter what.
7. Photography marks are not solely dependent on an exam.
8. Coursework teaches you self-discipline.
9. Artistic subjects make you happy.
"A surge in demand for multimedia artists, animators, and illustrators—especially those who are computer –
and technology-savvy—is projected for 2018, due to companies’ demand for advertising in online and digital
formats." 
The National Endowment for the Arts, USA

What will I learn?
You will explore a wide variety of Photography and Film.
The course involves educational visits to places such as Photographer’s Gallery and other
galleries and exhibitions in London
What skills will I acquire?
Creative and image editing/manipulation skills in Photoshop
Digital technology and computer skills to print photographic images
Photographic lighting and exposure techniques

How is it assessed?
I am creative.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I might want to study
Btec, level 2 or level 3
in the future

●
●

Instilling ambition

Unit 1: Photography Portfolio (60%)
Unit 2: Controlled Assignment (40%)
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VCERT DRAMA
Why study Drama?
VCERT Drama is a practical and theoretical course and builds on
the skills from KS3. It requires students to be effective,
independent learners and team workers. Students should study
Drama if they like reading plays, working in groups to discuss
performances, and creating and performing dramatic pieces.
VCERT drama will provide students with many opportunities to
take part in workshops and visits to the theatre.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
VCERT Drama allows the development of many life, technical, performance and strong
communication skills. These skills are transferable to a wide range of jobs and further studies.
Strong problem solving, essential interpersonal communication skills, ability to meet deadlines,
working both independently, creatively and as a valued team member are ever more
important for employers, and all are finely tuned during this course. This VCERT course
prepares students for all career pathways including those within the Performing Arts and
theatre related sectors. It also provides an academic route into Higher Education and an
opportunity to prepare for a variety of future opportunities that require students to display
confidence, creativity and charisma.

What will I learn?
This VCERT Drama course is designed to allow students to gain a practical understanding of
drama. While applying knowledge to their performances students will develop their practical
skills. Students will study two d
 ifferent texts over the course and will explore and develop their
understanding of how to use the devising process to communicate meaning in theatrical
performance; to apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions; and to analyse and evaluate
their own work and the work of others.
Students will be studying whole play texts and learning to apply their presentation and
performance skills through realising two key extracts from one chosen text. Additionally, there
is an extra-curricular element to this course and students will take part in public performances
which will require them to stay after school in order to rehearse for their shows and to come
back some evenings for the performances.

What skills will I acquire?
Success in this immensely enjoyable and rewarding subject demands maturity and
commitment to a common group cause. Students will regularly be required to work positively
and supportively with others. Group work, collective responsibility and independent learning
are strong features of this course. During the course, students will have many opportunities to
develop and refine their skills by performing to different audiences and attending theatre trips.

How is it assessed?
●

I like speaking and
communicating.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I am an active
person.

●

Instilling ambition

Performance text which is internally
assessed and is worth 50% of the total mark.
Controlled assessment which is externally
set and marked is worth 50% of the final
grade.
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WJCE HOSPITALITY & CATERING
Why study Hospitality and Catering?
By studying Hospitality and catering learners will be able to:
●

The WJEC Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality and Catering
has been designed to support learners in schools and
colleges who want to learn about this vocational sector
and the potential it can offer them for their careers or
further study. This qualification has been designed to sit
alongside the requirements of core GCSE subjects. It’s
appropriate for learners who are motivated and
challenged by learning through hands-on experiences
and through content which is concrete and related
directly to those experiences. It will provide students with
experience of using different cooking techniques and
methods to enable them to use these within further
education or apprenticeships.

●

Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of
dishes whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment.

●

If you love cooking and learning about food and the hospitality industry then this course is for
you.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Career/further education opportunities include:
● Manufacturing/ food development
● Tourism/Hospitality
● Catering and Modern Training
● Apprenticeships.
● Academic and Vocational courses e.g. GNVQ Intermediate and Advanced
● Food science courses

What skills will I acquire?
The units have been devised around the concept of a ‘plan, do, review’ approach to learning where
learners are introduced to a context for learning, review previous learning to plan activities, carry out
activities and review outcomes and learning. This approach mirrors many work related activities in
hospitality and catering and also provides for learning in a range of contexts. As such, the qualification
provides learners with a broad appreciation of work in hospitality and catering
●
●
●
●
●
●

How to prepare and cook using basic skills
Understand balanced diets and modification of recipes for health
Plan and produce dishes for a purpose
Learn to understand and follow recipes
Understand how to prepare yourself and the environment for cooking
Describe safe and hygienic working practices

How is it assessed?
.
I like being
practical.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I might want to
study Btec, level 2
or level 3 in the
future

Internally assessed portfolio and
practical exam. - 60%
External online exam which you may sit
twice - 40%

Instilling ambition
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VCERT MUSIC
Why study Music?
Music is an interesting and enjoyable subject because you get to
express yourself through performances of your favourite music, as
well as creating your own original work. You also learn about
different cultures and how music has evolved over the years. It gives
you a chance to do a lot of practical work.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Studying music develops your self confidence and any employer or
college or university will be impressed with someone who has
musical ability, no matter what you go on to do. Playing a musical
instrument is an excellent skill to have. Music qualifications are
highly regarded by colleges and employers, as musicians are trained to work methodically and to be
self-disciplined. You can use GCSE Music as a basis for further study such as AS/A2 Music or a BTEC
course based on performing arts at a College of Further Education. You may wish to use it as a
springboard into related areas such as Music Technology. Music leads into careers in performance,
teaching, lecturing, music production, music technology or composing, to name just a few.

What will I learn?
The RSL Music course has two pathways, Performance and Technology. In the Performance pathway,
you will develop your skills and knowledge of musicianship and will have regular opportunities to
perform both within and outside of school. The Technology pathway is focussed on music production
and engineering, You will have the opportunity to produce your own music and carry out professional
recordings.

What skills will I acquire?
The RSL Music course is designed to continue and develop the skills previously undertaken in Years 7
and 8.. You will be encouraged to develop an appreciation and enjoyment of all styles of music through
performing, composing, listening and appraising.

How is it assessed?
.
I like being
practical.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I like speaking and
communicating.

You will complete two internally assessed
assignments and one external controlled
assessment assignment.
● Assignment 1 will be based on
musical knowledge, looking
directly at two genres of music.
● Assignment 2 will be based on the
pathway you choose.
1. For Performance pathway
students, you will be performing a
set at a music event.
2. For Technology students, y
 ou will
be producing a piece of music.
The controlled assessment will be based
on your chosen pathway; this is an external
controlled assessment assignment where
you will be given a brief to complete within
an allocated time. There is no written exam.

Instilling ambition
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GCSE PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Why study PE?
GCSE PE is an excellent course for anyone who enjoys sports
and has a strong interest in studying the human body and
sporting performance. As well as having a games lesson
every week, you will have an additional three lessons, of
which two will be theory and one will be practical.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
GCSE PE can lead to further education in either A-Level or
BTEC Sport and then on to University to study Sport and Exercise Sciences. Possible career
paths: Sport Psychologist, Sport Nutritionist, Physiotherapist, Biomechanist, Physiologist, Sports
Coach, Fitness Instructor and many more…..

What will I learn and how will it be assessed?
Components

Content

Assessment

Component 1: Fitness and
Body Systems

●
●
●

Applied Anatomy and Physiology
Movement Analysis
Physical Training

1 hour and 45 minute exam
90 marks
36%

Component 2: Health and
Performance

●
●
●

Health, Fitness and well-being
Sports Psychology
Socio-cultural influences

1 hour and 15 minute exam
70 marks
24%

Assessment

●

Consists of multiple-choice, short answer
and extended writing questions

Component 3: Practical
Performance

●
●

Skills during individual activities
Skills during team activities

105 marks
30%

Component 4: Personal
Exercise Programme (PEP)

●
●
●

Analysis of proposed PEP
Carry out and monitor the PEP
Evaluation of the PEP

20 marks
10%

What skills will I acquire?
Practical will make up 30% of the course with the theoretical work comprising 70%. The course
is heavily based on Sport and Exercise Science.
Theory - Students will study a number of different aspects of sport and exercise science, including the structure
and functions of the musculo-skeletal and cardio-respiratory systems, anaerobic and aerobic energy systems, the
methods and principles of training and sports injuries. Students will also study lever systems in the body and the
various planes and axes of motion possible in the body. In sport psychology, students will look at SMART target
setting and mental preparation for sport. Students will also study wider issues associated with health, fitness and
well-being, including the role of nutrition.
Practical - Students will be entered for 3 practical sports; one will be an individual activity and one team activity
with students then entered for one further activity which will be either team or individual. Students will also design
and complete a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP).

How is it assessed?
.
I am an active
person.

I am a confident
writer.

Seizing opportunity

I am good in exam
conditions.

Instilling ambition

-

Two written exams
One written coursework piece
Three practical examinations
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GCSE THREE DIMENSIONAL DESIGN
Why study 3D Design?
This subject provides students with an art curriculum
focused on three-dimensional designing and making,
allowing them to develop their abilities using a variety
of approaches such as ceramics, product design or
interior design.
Students will actively engage in creative processes and
will develop knowledge and understanding of craft and
design in historical and contemporary contexts,

What does it prepare me for in the future?
The majority of students who study GCSE 3D Design go on to follow an art related subject at A
Level. From there they tend to go on to study foundation and degree courses at places such
as Central St. Martins, Goldsmith’s or Surrey Institute of Art & Design, or as far afield as places
like Leeds, Nottingham or Manchester.
You could progress into art related jobs in product design, architecture, interior design,
landscape design or jewellery making.
Nine Reasons to Study 3D Design
1. Design is everywhere!.
2. You will develop a good blend of practical and theoretical skills.
3. High school students can achieve recognition while studying.
4. Those with a wide skill set have an advantage, in any career.
5. Studying an art subject can improve performance in other subjects.
6. Good marks impress, no matter what.
7. Design marks are not solely dependent on an exam.
8. Coursework teaches you self-discipline.
9. Design makes you happy.
What will I learn?
You will explore a wide variety of disciplines including architectural design, interior design,
product design, exhibition design, environmental/landscape design, sculpture, design for
theatre, film and television, jewellery and body adornment and/or ceramics
The course involves educational visits to places such as the Design Museum and other
galleries and exhibitions in London.
What skills will I acquire?

●
●
●
●
●

Enables students to produce three-dimensional work in a broad range of media, including
traditional and new media.
Gives an understanding of the interrelationships between art, craft and design.
Provides knowledge, understanding and application in contemporary and past societies
and cultures.
Gives an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of craft and
design.
Encourages students to express opinions about the work of other artists.

.
I like being
practical.

How is it assessed?
I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I am creative.

●
●

Instilling ambition

Unit 1: Design Portfolio (60%)
Unit 2: Controlled Assignment (40%)
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VCERT ICT
Why study ICT?
ICT provides you with the skills and knowledge needed to use modern information
technologies in a working environment, and gives you experience dealing with real-world
scenarios and professional software to solve problems and evaluate solutions. The modern
world relies on computerised systems and ICT provides you with the keys to unlock the
understanding of not only how these technologies work, but also why they work the way they
do.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
Studying ICT provides you with invaluable skills for the world of work. All modern businesses
and organisations rely heavily on Information Technology, and understanding how this
technology is created, maintained and used is critical to a successful career. Regardless of the
area in which you wish to work, having ICT skills will greatly increase your employability. ICT
will also give you the understanding necessary to navigate an increasingly computerised
world. There are also many further education opportunities that benefit from knowledge of
Information Technology, not just within the subject itself, but almost all degree courses require
more advanced use of technology.

What will I learn?
The OCR National qualification in Information Technology covers all of the knowledge and
skills required to effectively plan, execute and evaluate a technological solution to a problem.
We study how to effectively collect and use data in project planning, how to prevent security
issues and how to manage users, and we learn how to use computer systems such as
databases to store and manage data.

What skills will I acquire?
You will learn how to create, modify and utilise databases, and how to integrate these into a
wider computer system. You will also learn how to implement proper project planning
techniques throughout the project lifecycle. ICT provides many opportunities to develop
planning and analysis skills for using Information Technology.
How is it assessed?
.
I like being
practical.

I am good at long
term project work.

Seizing opportunity

I might want to
study Btec, level 2
or level 3 in the
future

You will complete one internally
assessed controlled assessment. You
will be given a scenario where you are
required to develop a technical
solution to a problem using the
Information
There is also an exam at the end of
year 11 which will cover both the
theoretical side of how various
information systems work, but also the
methodology and thought process
behind planning and evaluating
technologies. Each of these parts is
worth 50% of your final grade.

Instilling ambition
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GCSE FILM STUDIES
Why study Film Studies?
Film Studies encourages learners to watch and really
engage with a number of different films, which are
chosen by the examination board. The films cover a
wide range of topics, including films not in English and
films from the 1930s to the present day. You will be able
to watch and study these films and develop a personal
response to them, learning about theories of film study
and answering examination questions about the films.
You will also be able to put your theory into practice by
making your own short film.

What does it prepare me for in the future?
GCSE Film Studies helps you to develop your critical thinking and analytical skills. You won’t
just be passively sitting in class watching films but instead will be studying their narratives,
cultural and historical influences, representations of characters and much more. If you continue
your studies in Film after GCSE, you could use your qualifications in a wide range of careers,
including journalism, advertising, film production, marketing, public relations, arts
administration, publishing, TV and radio and many more.

What will I learn?
For 70% of the marks for GCSE Film Studies, you will be examined on your knowledge and
understanding of at least six films. These films will include British films, non-British films, films
which are not filmed in the English language, Hollywood films, independent American films
and mainstream American films. The films are chosen by the examination board and you will
answer questions about them in the final examinations.
The final 30% of the marks come from you creating a short film of your own. Once you have
made your own film, you will then write an evaluation of it, comparing it to ‘real’ films you have
seen.
What

●
●
●
●

skills will I acquire?

You will learn how to not take a film at face value, but instead to view it critically, learning
about various theoretical approaches to analysing film.
You will learn to place the films you see in wider cultural and historical contexts,
understanding what has influenced the filmmakers.
This will help you to develop a critical and enquiring mind which you will be able to apply
to many other of your subjects.
You will develop your creative skills as you make your own film, learning how to bring ideas
and characters to life and draw your audiences in.

H
 ow is it assessed?
.

I am good at critical
thinking.

I am good in exam
conditions.

Seizing opportunity

I like being
practical.

●
●

Instilling ambition

Two written examinations (70%)
Practical project and written
evaluation (30%)
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VCERT HEALTH AND FITNESS
Why study health and fitness?

Health and fitness is vitally important in modern day living with
so much of our lifestyles being sedentary, that is involving little
or no exercise. This course does not involve any practical sports
but is completely based on classroom work studying the human
body and the role of exercise in maintaining a healthy body.
What does it prepare you for in the future?
The NCFE Award in Health and Fitness prepares you for future study of BTEC sport or
employment in the health and fitness industry. The health and fitness industry is currently a
huge part of the economy with multiple avenues of work and development through both the
physical environment and more so the internet. The internet is awash with people promoting a
multitude of ways to become and maintain healthy lifestyles.
What will I learn?
Grading will be marked on Pass, Merit, and Distinction
In unit 1 you will learn about the human body and the role of exercise in maintaining a healthy
lifestyle.
● Muscular system
● Skeletal system
● Cardiovascular system
● Respiratory system
In unit 2, you will create an exercise programme to develop and maintain a healthy body. This
will focus on physical training and nutrition. You will learn about the principles and methods of
training.
It is important to note that in this qualification there is no practical component in which you will
play sports. You need to have a keen interest in wanting to know how the body works and how
you can make it better.
What skills will I acquire?
● The skill to plan for a long term goal
● Gives an understanding of the relationships between food and the body
● Provides knowledge and understanding of health and fitness
● Gives an awareness of how to live a healthy lifestyle
● Sets a basis for a career in catering, fitness and sport

How is it assessed?
-

.
I am good at long
term project work

I might want to
study Btec, level 2
or level 3 in the
future

Seizing opportunity

One examination worth 40%
One piece of coursework
worth 60%

I like being
practical.

Instilling ambition
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ESOL- Additional support in English
Students who receive additional English will NOT receive a formal qualification
This is ONLY for students who have limited English and will need support with their
other options subjects.
Why have additional support?
Students who have limited knowledge of the English language will benefit from
additional support. This will ensure they are feeling confident for their other optional
subjects.
What does it prepare you for in the future?
ESOL support will ensure students are confident in Reading, Writing and Speaking in
English. This will aid them in their other subjects in school and will support them in
further studies. Ensuring students are adept in the English Language will also aid in life
skills.
What will I learn?
Students will learn the mechanics of the English Language. This means students will
learn functions of grammar, spelling and the purpose of punctuation. Students will get
support in reading through comprehension and studying a variety of texts in different
forms including fiction and nonfiction. Students will receive support in spoken English
and practise conversation throughout the course.
What skills will I acquire?
·


·


·


Speaking and listening
Extended writing
Reading and comprehension

How is it assessed?
I am good at
long term
project work

I might want to
study Btec, level 2
or level 3 in the
future

Seizing opportunity

I like speaking and
communicating.

There is N
 O assessment
for ESOL. This is an
additional support class.

Instilling ambition
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If you have any other questions or concerns regarding the information in this booklet or
about the options process generally, please feel free to contact Miss Bowler (Key
stage 3 Leader) or Mr Haresnape (Senior Deputy Headteacher) at the following email
addresses:

Miss Bowler :

nbowler@northolthigh.org.uk

Mr Haresnape:

mharesnape@northolthigh.org.uk

Otherwise you can contact us on through the school on the following number:
020 8864 8544

Seizing opportunity

Instilling ambition
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