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Northolt High School 
School Charging Policy 

 
It is the School’s policy to provide a free education for its students, and the content of 
this policy reflects current law and also embraces the spirit of it.  
 
The Governing Body recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of 
additional activities, including clubs, visits and residential experiences can make towards 
a student's personal and social education. The Governing Body aims to promote and 
provide such activities both as part of a broad and balanced curriculum for the students 
of the school and as additional optional activities. Pupil premium funds will be used to 
give proportional reductions for visits as necessary for students who are in receipt of 
Free School Meals. 
 
This policy complies with the following legislation: 

● Education Act 1996 section 457 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/section/457) 

● The Education (School Sessions and Charges and Remissions Policies) 
(Information) (England) Regulations 1999 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/2255/contents/made) 

● The Education (Residential Trips) (Prescribed Tax Credits) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2011 (http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2011/730/made 

● The School Information (England) Regulations 2008 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2008/3093/made) 

● The policy also follows all of the advice issued to schools by the DfE in relation to 
charging in the October 2014 “Charging for school activities” document. 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/514619/Charging_for_school_activities.pdf) 

 
Where the school does not levy formal charges and it is not possible to fund additional 
activities from within the resources ordinarily available to the school, the school may 
request or invite parents to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of the 
activity. Students will not be treated differently according to whether or not their parents 
have made any contribution in response to the request or invitation. This does mean, 
however, that there could be cases where a planned event does not go ahead if 
insufficient funds were raised through voluntary contributions. 
 
Parents may also be invited to make a voluntary contribution in cash or kind for 
ingredients, materials, equipment needed for practical subjects such as Food 
Technology where there is a finished product to be taken home. Children of parents who 
do not contribute will not be disadvantaged in any way.  
 
Charges will be at a reduced rate for students in receipt of Free School Meals. 
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Charging Policy 
 
1. Northolt High School requires that all sixth form students pay a mandatory book 

deposit of £25 for all students in Year 12 in 2020-21 and every year thereafter. This 
book deposit will be fully refunded at the end of a student’s time in the school unless 
library books or text books which have been issued on loan have either been 
damaged or not been returned. Students in receipt of Free School Meals will be 
charged the lower rate of £20. 

 
2. Northolt High School levies charges in respect of individual, paired and group 

music instrumental lessons where this teaching is not an essential part of a public 
examination syllabus being followed by the student. Charges are calculated on a 
termly basis on a sliding scale, with individual, paired and group lessons being 
charged at different rates. Parents may also be required to pay the cost of hiring 
instruments. Parents also cover the cost of any examinations relating to tuition 
outside the syllabus. Charges are reviewed and updated termly but are driven by the 
charges made to us by Ealing Music Service.  

  
3. School trips 
 

3.1 Day trips: When school visits are arranged which: a) fulfil any requirements 
specified in the syllabus for a prescribed public examination, or: b) are specifically 
to fulfil statutory duties relative to the National Curriculum, or: c) are specifically 
to fulfil statutory dates related to religious education, no charges will be made, 
but voluntary contributions may be requested. The school will ask for voluntary 
contributions at a lower rate for students who are in receipt of Free School Meals.  

 
3.2 Visits and journeys outside the school day: Visits and journeys arranged outside 

the school day, which do not fall within the categories of 3.1 a), b) or c) are 
optional and parents will be required to pay the actual cost of the visit or journey, 
and costs incurred through supervision. Reduced costs for these events will be 
provided for students who are in receipt of Free School Meals. 

 
3.3 Residential trips which are essential: For residential trips which are essential to 

the National Curriculum, statutory RE or as part of preparation for prescribed 
examinations, a charge will be levied for board and lodging.  

 
 

3.4 Residential trips which are non essential: For residential trips which are not 
essential to the National Curriculum, statutory RE or as part of preparation for 
prescribed examinations, a charge will be levied which will cover the full cost of 
the trip. A reduced charge will be levied for students who are in receipt of Free 
School Meals.  
 

4. Examination entries: Parents will not be charged for entry to any prescribed public 
examination unless the student is retaking the examination and has not received any 
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tuition in school since the last examination. However, charges may be levied if 
students who have been entered for a public examination absent themselves from 
an exam without very good reason (for example, illness supported by a hospital 
note). The charges levied in this case would involve the examination entry fee and 
any applicable centre administration fee. 

 
5. a) A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of school 

property (including premises, furniture, equipment, books or materials), the charge to 
be the cost of replacement or repair, or such lower cost as the Headteacher may 
decide.  
 
b) A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect or loss of property 
(including premises, furniture, equipment, books or materials) belonging to a third 
party, where the cost has been recharged to the school. The charge to be the cost of 
replacement or repair, or such lower cost as the Headteacher may decide.  

 
6. Remissions policy: Charges for pupils shall be remitted in the following situations: 
 

6.1 Where pupils and parents are in receipt of free school meals or the qualifying 
benefits for free school meals, or in other cases of financial hardship for 
residential trips listed in point 3.3 above.  

6.2 The Headteacher, Resources Committee of the Governing Body or the Governing 
Body may decide not to levy charges in respect of an individual student if it feels 
this is reasonable under the circumstances.  

6.3 The Headteacher, Resources Committee of the Governing Body or the Governing 
Body may decide not to levy charges in respect of particular activities if this is 
reasonable in the circumstances.  
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