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18 December 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Thank you (as ever) for your support during this term. I’m writing today to update you on this 
term’s events and to ask for your support with a very exciting project for our school. 
 
Report on this term’s events 
 
Year 11 
We are very proud of our Year 11 students who have worked exceptionally hard towards their 
first set of mock examinations in November. Their ‘exam-readiness’ behaviour was exemplary 
with full participation in our range of support and revision sessions. This work will serve them 
very well in preparing them for the real GCSEs in May. We are sending students home with 
some independent learning booklets for them to complete during the holiday period. Please 
could parents support this by making sure that students have some time over the holidays to 
have a complete rest, but that they prepare to return to school in January by completing this 
work. 
 
Thank you to those Year 11 parents who came along to see students’ Art and Photography work 
at our first Art and Design exhibition last week. The standard of work on display was truly 
exceptional and students should be very proud indeed. These students will now spend the 
remainder of their lesson time with us preparing for their examination pieces, which are clearly 
going to be superb! 
 
We are asking Year 11 students to submit their applications to our Sixth Form by Thursday 9th 
January (the same date as our Parents’ Evening). Please encourage your child to apply as our 
sixth form is a real strength of our school. The latest national data from a charitable organisation 
called the Fischer Family Trust shows that we are in the top 3% of the country for academic 
progress in the sixth form, which is truly exceptional. This independent analysis clearly indicates 
that students at Northolt High School are making much better than expected academic 
progress with their sixth form studies and we are rightly proud of this. 
 
School Council 
I hope that some of your children will have told you about what we have been doing this term 
to improve student leadership at Northolt High. We held our first School Council Conference in 
November. Students heard from Ayo Awotona, our keynote speaker, about the importance of 
developing leadership skills. Students then had the opportunity to contribute ideas towards two 
areas of school improvement this year, firstly improving our ‘blue star’ reward system and 
secondly improving the range of activities and support we provide to help students manage 
their own mental health. Finally, we discussed plans for further expansion of our School Council 
‘sub-committee’ groups, which will be open to all students to join in January. Our aim is to 
dramatically increase student voice in our school so that we prepare our young people to be 
the leaders of the future. 
 
Our two Sixth Form School Council representatives will develop excellent leadership skills as 
they have been adopted onto our school’s Governing Body as Associate Governors. They will 
attend our Curriculum and Standards and Full Governing Body meetings and will be valuable 
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representatives of student voice. Congratulations to Megan and Omar who will be our first 
Student Associate Governors. I know that they will do a fantastic job! 
 
Year 10 work experience 
I’m very grateful to Andy Price, Assistant Headteacher, for organising this year’s Work 
Experience Interview Day for our Year 10 students. We welcomed a number of professionals 
from a range of companies to school for the day to provide a ‘real life’ interview experience for 
our students, who will go on their Work Experience placements in March. Please have a look at 
the article on our website here to find out a bit more about the day. 
 
Germany trip 
A very happy group of Key Stage 4 students had a fantastic time on our first school trip to 
Germany in a number of years earlier this month. They spent three days touring the Christmas 
markets, visiting Cologne Cathedral and the Lindt Chocolate factory amongst other activities. I 
would like to thank Mr Boolaky for organising the trip and Ms Vardon-Prince and Ms Williams 
for joining him, giving up a weekend in order to do so. 
 
Christmas events 
Our Christmas events were well attended and really enjoyable this year and I would like to 
thank all the members of staff involved in these. We welcomed students from Willow Tree 
Primary School to our Christmas concert and enjoyed listening to their Christmas carols, along 
with a great display of Northolt High School talent from our musicians and the Year 7 choir. 
There was a repeat of this musical performance at our annual Senior Citizens’ Christmas party 
later on last week, which was well received by our guests. They also enjoyed a full Christmas 
dinner, a quiz and a game of bingo. Our sixth form students were exceptionally attentive hosts, 
serving dinner and mingling with our guests. Thank you to all of you who donated gifts so that 
we were able to provide each visitor with a gift to take home. I was touched to receive a thank 
you note the following day, in which was written the following comment: “Much is said about 
the younger generation, usually by the older generation. The children yesterday were a credit 
to themselves and to the school, and I would be grateful if you could pass my thanks and 
appreciation to all who took part to look after us.” 
 
Our New School Building project - we need your help! 
We have some exciting news about our New School Building project. The bulk of the money we 
need to rebuild our school is coming from the sale of some land that we own in the Dabbs Hill 
area. This, along with a welcome contribution from Ealing Council will enable us to demolish our 
South Building and build a brand new, state of the art school for us on this part of our site. As 
you know, our current site is not well laid out and students have to travel long distances 
between buildings to get to their lessons. Relocating the brand new school at one end of the 
site will put an end to this as well as providing us with a modern building with more efficient 
lighting, heating and ICT systems.  
 
The plan for the Dabbs Hill site is to sell the land for housing development. Howarth Homes, in 
partnership with Network Housing, have submitted a planning application to Ealing Council to 
build a 100% affordable development of one, two and three bedroom homes. Once planning 
permission has been granted the school will receive the funding from Howarth Homes. The 
application is now live and is open for public consultation. 
 
Please could you support us by commenting on the planning application in support of the new 
development? Any comments which show that the rebuilding of the school will be welcome 
will support this project. You can comment by using this link. Please comment by the 6 January 
2020. Please click on comments and this opens a comments form. 
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If you require any further information please contact Tony McKee our new School Project 
Manager on tmckee@northolthigh.org.uk.  
 
Parent Governor vacancy 
We still have one vacancy for a Parent Governor on our Governing Body. If you are interested in 
supporting us by putting yourself forward, please get in touch - I will then arrange for you to 
come in to speak to me and our Chair of Governors, Mike Hulme, so that we can explain what is 
involved. It’s really important to have the views of parents well represented on our Governing 
Body so please do get in touch! 
 
Next term 
 
Extra-curricular clubs 
There are some minor changes to our after school clubs list which you can find on our website 
here. Please encourage your children to take advantage of these free clubs as they provide a 
valuable addition to our taught curriculum. 
 
School calendar 
Our school calendar for next term can be found here on our website. You are able to subscribe 
to this calendar which makes it easy for you to get reminders about key events coming up. 
 
Student safety 
We have been advised by our school police officers to remind you about steps you can take to 
ensure your children are safe during this period. Students often receive new gifts over this 
period and can be the target of criminals seeking to rob them - so please make sure that they 
keep any new phones or electronic devices out of sight when they are not at home. In the same 
way that the police tell us that students are safest if they go straight home after school, please 
encourage them to be mindful during the holiday period about how they travel and keep in 
touch with you. 
 
I hope that you all have some time to relax and spend quality time with family and friends over 
this coming holiday. We look forward to welcoming students back for the first day of term at 
8.35am on Monday 6th January 2020. 
 
With very best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

Marion Budd 
Headteacher 
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