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Dear parents and carers         18 October 2019 
 
Thank you for your continuing support for your children’s education this term. We have had a 
successful first half of term with a number of highlights. It has been pleasing to see that our 
new Year 7 students have settled in quickly and confidently. This is the second year that we 
have benefited from the Mayor’s Fund for London to run a transition project called ‘Stepping 
Stones’. This project comprises a summer school, peer mentoring sessions linking Year 7 
students to older students in Year 10 and a special ‘transition curriculum’ supporting students 
as they settle into secondary school. It has clearly been successful as we are watching our 
year 7 students go from strength to strength each week! We have also been impressed with 
our new year 12 students, who are studying hard. Our sixth form offer has expanded this year 
to include A Levels in Computer Science and Further Maths; students of these subjects and 
others are already showing good levels of independence which will stand them in good stead 
for the future. Many thanks to Ms Marsh and Ms Gadd who have guided our new Year 7 and 12 
students making sure that they are settled in and working well. 
 
I hope that by now you have had a chance to view our new website - www.northolthigh.org.uk. 
It has been redesigned to make it much easier to access using mobile devices and looks 
much more modern! Please take particular note of the two calendars you are able to view 
under the ‘Parent Information’ tab. The ‘Calendar Dates’ provides a full school calendar 
detailing all events; the ‘Parents’ Calendar’ shows the term dates and parents’ consultation 
evening dates for this academic year. You are now able to subscribe to both of these 
calendars which will save you from having to input these dates into your own electronic 
calendars. We would be very grateful for any feedback about our new website so that we can 
continue to improve it, so please email the school office at admin@northolthigh.org.uk should 
you have any comments or suggestions. 
 
We have launched two exciting new trips this term which we are hoping will become annual 
events in the school calendar - a December trip to Germany to visit the Christmas markets and 
a July trip to France. These trips are for students in Key Stage Four who study French and 
German for GCSE. If you are interested in your child joining one of these trips and would like 
further details, please contact Mr Boolaky, Subject Leader for Modern Foreign Languages. I 
would like to thank Mr Boolaky for his work in establishing these trips which will be of great 
benefit to our students. 
 
Thank you to those of you who visited us last week to see details of the proposed 
development of land we currently own at Dabbs Hill, Northolt. Howarth Homes and Network 
Housing were pleased with the numbers at this consultation event and gained some 
worthwhile feedback on their proposals. Should the development proposed be successful in 
gaining planning permission, our plan at Northolt High School will be to use the money 
generated by the sale of the land to fund a much needed redevelopment of our school 
buildings. We will keep you informed of any further news of this project. 
 
Our key focus for school improvement this year centres on the idea of ‘community’ and we are 
planning a number of high profile projects around this theme. Through expansion of our 
school council we hope to continue to develop leadership in our student community. We are 
also forging closer relationships with local employers so that our students are able to develop 
insight into a range of potential careers which might interest them in the future. We are also 
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investing in our staff community with a revitalised development programme which will ensure 
that all our staff are well trained to support your children. Another very important aspect of our 
school improvement directly involves you - we are the first secondary school in Ealing to 
apply for the Family Schools Partnership Award, which will help us identify how to improve 
the way that we relate to parents and to make our school more approachable to you. Thank 
you to those of you who completed the questionnaire recently sent home, which will be used 
to inform our improvement plans. 
 
Half term is earlier than usual this year, with students finishing at the end of the day on Friday 
18th October and returning on Monday 28th October. Key dates for the half term ahead are 
detailed below. We are keen to welcome you to school for the launch of our new Art 
Exhibition on 11th December and also for our annual Christmas concert on Tuesday 10th 
December. 
 

Dates Event 

Monday 11th - Friday 22nd November Year 11 Pre-Public Examinations 

Thursday 21st November Year 10 Art and Design trip to Tate Modern 

Wednesday 27th November Year 11 Geography trip to Epping Forest 

Friday 29th November Staff Development Day - school closed to 
students 

Tuesday 3rd December Late start to school for students - 9.45am 

Friday 6th - Sunday 8th December KS4 trip to Bonn, Germany 

Wednesday 11th December Launch of annual Art Exhibition 

Thursday 12th December Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party (early finish for 
students in years 8-11) 

Tuesday 10th December Christmas concert 

Thursday 19th December Last day of term 

Friday 20th December - Sunday 5th January Winter holidays 

Monday 6th January First day of Spring Term 

 
Thank you all once again for your continued support. I hope that you have some time in the 
coming half term week to rest and relax with your children. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Marion Budd 
Headteacher 


