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Introduction
Government guidance for schools outlining how full
opening can be achieved was issued on 2nd July.
We have now had time to consider this guidance
and make plans for how we can safely open our
school to all students from September 2020.
Our plans are extensive as the guidance is wide
ranging. We’re pleased to report that we feel that
we are able to make the school safe for our
students and staff to return in September. However,
to improve these plans, we need input from parents.
Therefore, the purpose of this document is to inform
you of our actions and seek feedback from you
about them.
We will be asking you to give us feedback via a survey and will send you a link to
this in a text message. The questions in the survey will be in sections. These sections
match the Government guidance which is broken down into the following areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Public Health advice to minimise the risk of the spread of coronavirus;
How schools need to operate;
Our curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support;
Assessment and accountability;
Contingency planning for outbreaks of coronavirus.

Thank you in advance for the time it will take you to read this document and
respond to our survey. Your views will really support us in refining our plans so that
we address any areas of concern you may have. We will revise our plans in the light
of your feedback over the summer holidays and will write to you over the summer
to give you all the information you will need.

Marion Budd
Headteacher
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Public Health advice to minimise
coronavirus risks
This is the longest part of the Government guidance document for obvious reasons.
Reducing the risk of the transmission of the coronavirus is vital and it is clear that
every student, parent and member of staff will have a role to play to ensure that we
can reopen the school successfully.

How do we propose to prevent infection?
It will be very important that we communicate effectively that anyone with
coronavirus symptoms must not come into school. The sign below is displayed on
each
of
our
entrances
currently. Over the summer, we
will ensure that copies of this
notice are translated into the
languages most frequently
spoken by members of our
community. These will also be
displayed at each entrance
point to give us an added layer
of protection.
We will continue to communicate with you using text messages which point you to
letters and information stored on our school website, keeping you updated on any
changed guidance which we receive. The weekly newsletter to families which we
started to issue in March will continue and this will also be used to communicate
any key safety messages regarding the Coronavirus to families. Our attendance
officer, Ms McMurdie, already liaises with you about reasons for student absence
from school. She will continue to keep records of any family who are self-isolating
due to displaying coronavirus symptoms so that we know how to support you and
offer advice about when it is safe for your child to return to school in these
circumstances. My PA, Ms Weeks has a similar system in operation for our staff.
Should a member of our community develop coronavirus symptoms during the
school day, we have a clear system to address this. We have identified and isolated
a room which has sole access to a toilet and will use this space as an area where
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any student can wait to be collected during the school day and have provided
Personal Protective Equipment for our first aid staff to use in the event that they are
looking after a student in these circumstances.

Cleaning hands
It is vital that students are taught that they need to clean their hands frequently and
are supervised as they do so. The guidance specifies times when students must
clean their hands:
●
●
●
●

when they arrive at school;
when they return from breaks;
when they change rooms;
before and after eating.
We will place large trestle tables with hand
sanitiser at our main gates and will supervise
students to make sure that they use this when
they enter and leave our building. Smaller
tables like the one pictured here are already in
use this year so that students can clean their
hands when they return from breaks. Wall
mounted hand sanitiser dispensers have been
installed throughout the school at the entrance
point of each corridor. We will be fitting more
of these over the summer holiday to ensure
that all students are able to sanitise their hands
whenever they change rooms. We have a large
wall mounted dispenser in the canteen area
already and will add more dispensers over the
summer near to the canteen exit.

Having multiple points for dispensing hand sanitiser is only one part of the safety
measure, however - we also need to ensure that students understand the
importance of using them. We have displayed posters reminding students about the
importance of this throughout the school and will continue to actively teach
students about this when they return. All students who have not as yet been in
school will have an ‘induction meeting’ with staff teaching them about the various
health and safety routines which are in place, including this expectation..
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“Catch it, bin it, kill it”
We are required to promote a hygienic approach to
dealing with coughs and sneezes during this period and
will teach students that if they have to cough or sneeze
they need to:
● Catch the cough or sneeze in a tissue.
● Place the used tissue into a bin.
● These bins are then emptied, double bagged and
stored for 72 hours prior to disposal. This process
ensures that we kill the virus rather than
inadvertently spreading it.
We have ordered lidded pedal bins (see the picture!) which are in place in each
room of the school to ensure safe disposal of used tissues. Tissues are available in
each room, however we will also be asking you to send your child into school with
their own tissues.

Cleaning
We are required to put enhanced cleaning measures in place. I am hugely grateful
to our wonderful team of cleaners at Northolt High who have worked tirelessly
throughout the school closure period. All of our cleaners have been trained in health
and safety related to Covid-19 and we have revised our cleaning schedule to ensure
that frequently touched surfaces are cleaned more often than usual. We have
purchased two ‘fogging machines’ which enable us to quickly and effectively
sanitise large areas. These work by using pressure to create a fine mist (or fog)
which is applied to the room, spreading diluted disinfectant evenly around the room
to sanitise it.
We have added to our staff by employing one day time cleaner so that our school
can be cleaned during the school day. Another of our cleaners who is currently on
maternity leave will return next term to work day time hours to increase our capacity
in this area.
It is also necessary to facilitate easy cleaning of items in classrooms and offices by
the staff who work in them. For example, we recognise that should someone cough
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or sneeze, people will want to be able to quickly sanitise any affected area. To this
end, we have placed a disinfectant spray and cleaning tissue in every room.
The Department for Education will publish further advice over the summer holidays
to schools advising on expectations for cleaning in the autumn term. We will
obviously read this advice, train staff appropriately and follow it.

Minimising contact between individuals
We have been asked to make significant changes to the way that school operates in
order to minimise contact between individuals. Essentially what we have to do is to
create year group size “bubbles”, so that students in each year group only interact
with each other and do not mix with other year groups. The Government guidance
recognises that for secondary schools there would be a potential cost to this
approach in terms of specialist teaching spaces. We are therefore able to ensure
that all students access these spaces as long as we have robust hygiene practices
in place ensuring that students clean their hands each time they move rooms.
What does this mean for Northolt High School? There are two key changes we are
putting in place to reduce the contact students have with each other.
1. We are reducing movement around the school by timetabling double
lessons;
2. We are zoning year groups so that most of their lessons take place in one
area of the school.
We currently have 29 lessons each week, with six 50 minute lessons a day on
Mondays - Thursdays and five lessons a day on Fridays. From September this will
reduce to 15 lessons per week. Lessons will be longer (1 hour and 40 minutes) apart
from the weekly tutor period which will remain on Friday mornings and will be 50
minutes long. We will operate a two week timetable and this means that students
will get exactly the same amount of curriculum time in each subject.
This dramatically reduces the amount of time students spend moving around the
school. However in addition, this movement will be reduced further by allocating
students in each year group to different zones of the school. Students will have all
of their lessons which don’t require a specialist space in these zones, with many of
these lessons taking place in the same classroom. They will only leave their zones
for lessons in the following subjects:
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Art
Catering & Hospitality
Computer Science
Design - Product & Three Dimensional
Drama
Health & Fitness - VCert (practical lessons only)
ICT - VCert
Music
PE (practical lessons only)
Photography
Science

This further reduces the amount of times that students are moving around the
school building, especially when you consider that subjects like English, History,
Geography, Modern Foreign Languages and Mathematics which will all be taught in
the zoned areas also are subjects with large amounts of lessons taking place each
week.

Maintaining distance between individuals
When students do move around the school building, they
will see other members of our community. Government
guidelines state that risks are minimal if students and adults
pass each other briefly in
corridors. However it is still
important for us to take steps
to minimise this risk.
We have
marked out two
metre distancing expectations
all around the school site. The
footprints also indicate the routes students need to
take to follow our one way systems around the school.
We already had these in place to avoid congestion in
our corridors but have extended them because of the
pandemic. For example, there is now a one way system around our Science block.
These one way systems work because they limit the potential for face to face
transmission of the virus as students are moving around the building.
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There are occasions where students will have to queue in school. The one way
system also applies to our queues in our canteen. Here, just as elsewhere in the
school, we have 2m markers on the floor which show where students need to stand
as they queue for their food so that they remain distanced from each other.

Organising our classrooms
Teachers will be required to remain in a “goalkeeper” area within the classroom. This
is important as they will be moving between different year groups, so this action
both protects them as they teach in different year group “bubbles” but also protects
our students.
Classrooms are being rearranged over the summer holidays so that all of the desks
face the front. This is important as we have to remove “face to face contact” for
students. Students will be taught a very clear “no touching” rule. We are removing
all excess furniture from classrooms over the summer so that we can implement
these changes.

Assemblies
We will no longer be able to hold our weekly ‘Key Stage’ assemblies on Fridays. This
is because we cannot allow year groups to mix. Students will be able to have their
normal Year Group assemblies in the North Hall. These will take place one morning
per week (with the hall being sanitised after each assembly so that it is ready for the
next group).

Our canteen
A major challenge facing schools is the need to make sure that students remain in
their “bubbles” at all points in the school day, including break times. This means that
we need to have students taking breaks at separate times. In order to stagger
students’ break times, allow access to the canteen facilities to all students whilst
maintaining students’ access to the full range of their curriculum subjects, we are
having to reduce the number of breaks for students and staff from two to one per
day.
Each year group will get a 30 minute break during the school day which will be
staggered and taken during the second lesson of the day. This will mean that each
day, some students eat lunch very early and others very late - but we will rotate this
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fairly across the week so that no one year group is affected unfairly. Our canteen will
be cleaned between each year group visiting.

Toilets
The staggering of the lunch period during the day will go a long way to removing
the pressure of lots of students needing to use our toilets at the same time.
To further reduce this potential problem, we will be allowing students to request
permission to leave lessons in order to use the toilets. This, along with the more
frequent cleaning of our toilets during the school day, will ensure that these spaces
are safe and that students can socially distance.

Visitors to school
A key protective action to reduce the transmission of the virus will be to limit the
numbers of visitors coming to our school. Specialist staff (e.g. counsellors, music
teachers) are allowed to visit as long as we provide them with specific training about
our school approaches and routines. Any other visits to the school site will be
discouraged and will only be possible by prior appointment.
We are currently exploring options available to us for being able to meet with you,
including some software which is available to facilitate ‘remote’ parents’ evenings
and meetings and will let you know more about this once we’ve fully developed
these plans.

Use of cash
We need to become a fully cashless school from September to reduce the risk of
transmitting the virus which is presented by either our students or staff handling
cash. This means that parents will need to use our online Wisepay system to pay for:
● Meals and drinks to be purchased in our canteen;
● Payments for any trips and visits we organise;
● Payments for any equipment or resources purchased via our school.
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Use of equipment
It is really important that we don’t share equipment next year. For students, this
means that they will need to come to school fully equipped with the following items
in their bag:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

A CASIO fx-83GT PLUS Scientific Calculator
A pencil case
Two red biros
Two black biros
Highlighters
Two pencils
Set of colouring pencils
Plastic maths set
Dictionary
Glue Stick
Tissues
A small pair of round tipped scissors

If students don’t bring this equipment in, they will not be able to borrow it from their
friends - doing so risks that they don’t just borrow the equipment but also the
coronavirus! So we will be really reliant on your support in checking that students
have the right equipment with them each day.
Students are able to share text books within their year group bubbles. There is some
other equipment which we will need them to share in school, in particular in
specialist classrooms such as Art and Science. In these cases, we will make sure
that if equipment is to be used by more than one group of students, it is thoroughly
disinfected between use or left unused for periods of 48 - 72 hours between use.

Seizing opportunity

Instilling ambition
10

Realising potential

Your feedback about how we are
following public health advice to
minimise coronavirus risks
Hopefully in reading this section, you will be reassured about the steps we’re taking
to ensure that the risk of coronavirus transmission in Northolt High school is
minimised. I’d be grateful if you could answer the following two questions on the
survey we will send out to you to help us understand your views.
Question One
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“The school has taken the necessary steps to follow public health advice and
reduce the risk of coronavirus transmission.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Two
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“I am confident that I will be able to use the online Wisepay system as cash will no
longer be used from September at Northolt High School.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Three
Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions or other feedback about
the actions we have taken to reduce the risk of coronavirus transmission.
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How schools need to operate
This section of the Government guidance addresses a range of issues, including
transport to and from school, attendance, uniform, trips and visits and
extra-curricular activities for students.

Transport to and from school
We need to encourage staff and students to avoid public transport wherever
possible in September, so we are asking everyone who possibly can to walk or
cycle to school. Ealing Council has a school transport team. They will help us in
identifying safe walking and cycling routes. We will therefore ask you a question
about whether you would like specific advice about such routes and will ask you to
give us your area and postcode so that we can arrange this.
We already have cycle storage for students which is
located at Gate E of our school site which is in a
purpose built lockable container. Given that there
may be some additional demand for cycle storage
for students, we have installed additional racks at
Gate D, which you can see pictured here. Gate D is
locked once the school day starts and so although
there is no lockable container, bicycles will be
secure here as neither students nor visitors to the
school can access this space during the day. We
have capacity in this space to install more cycle
racks so we are confident that we will have sufficient
space.
There is another major change which we have
planned which we hope will support us all with getting to and from school safely.
There will be increased numbers of us walking and cycling to school but despite
this, I am sure that some of our students will not be able to get to school without
using public transport. Government guidance is that if we have to use public
transport, as well as wearing a face covering, we must also do our best to avoid
peak travel times. In order to facilitate this, we are making changes to the timing of
our school day.
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Our idea is that it would benefit students if they are able to travel later in the
morning in order to avoid the peak hours on public transport. This would also mean
that for those of us who are walking or cycling, we will be avoiding periods when
traffic on the roads is heaviest.
The school day which we are proposing will be as follows. You will be able to see on
these tables the proposed times for the staggered lunch times which I’ve referred to
earlier.
Mondays - Thursdays
Start

Finish

Activity

9.20

9.25

Student arrival through student gate. We will allocate different
gates to different year groups so that we are able to keep
students socially distanced.

9.25

9.40

Registration / assembly

9.40

11.20

Lesson One

11.20

1.30

Lesson Two incorporating a 30 minute break, during which
students will have lunch during one of five shifts (shifts would
rotate daily)
●
11.20 - 11.40 in canteen; 11.40-50 outside
●
11.45 - 12.05 in canteen; 12.05 - 12.15 outside
●
12.10 - 12.30 in canteen; 12.30 - 12.40 outside
●
12.35 - 12.55 in canteen; 12.55 - 13.05 outside
●
1.00 - 1.20 in canteen; 1.20 - 1.30 outside
Year 9 and sixth form students will have the same time slot
but Year 12/13 students will take food out of the canteen to
eat in the sixth form area.

1.30

3.10

Lesson Three followed by dismissal. We are likely to dismiss
students on a slightly staggered basis (e.g. some students
leaving five minutes early, but will plan this once the timetable
has been rewritten).
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Fridays
Start

Finish

Activity

9.20

9.25

Student arrival through student gate. We will allocate different
gates to different year groups so that we are able to keep
students socially distanced.

9.25

9.40

Registration / assembly

9.40

10.30

PSHCEE

10.30

12.20

Lesson Two incorporating a 30 minute break, during which
students will have lunch during one of five shifts (shifts would
rotate daily)
●
10.30 - 10.50 in canteen; 10.50-11.00 outside
●
10.55 - 11.15 in canteen; 11.15 - 11.25 outside
●
11.20 - 11.40 in canteen; 11.40 - 11.50 outside
●
11.45 - 12.05 in canteen; 12.05 - 12.15 outside
●
12.10 - 12.30 in canteen; 12.30 - 12.40 outside
Year 9 and sixth form students will have the same time slot but
Year 12/13 students will take food out of the canteen to eat in
the sixth form area.

12.40

2.20

Lesson Three followed by dismissal. We are likely to dismiss
students on a slightly staggered basis (e.g. some students
leaving five minutes early, but will plan this once the timetable
has been rewritten).

Attendance
Attendance becomes compulsory once again from September. We are being
encouraged to work closely with you to support you in sending your child in. I hope
that, although extremely long, this consultation document will go some way to
reassure families who are worried about safety as we are sharing with you a lot of
information about the actions we’re taking to protect us all. However it will be
important for you to continue to share any concerns about returning to school that
you have so that we can work to resolve these. Please continue to liaise with Ms
McMurdie, our attendance officer, if you have specific concerns.
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Educational trips and visits and extra-curricular activities
We are being advised that overseas and overnight trips and visits may not take
place in the Autumn term but that there should be circumstances where we can
arrange day trips, as long as protective measures are in place. In the first instance
we are not planning any of these as we feel that the first half term is better spent
focusing on our “new normal” to embed the changed routines which we have
introduced. I would hope that we will be in a position to risk-assess some trips and
visits during the school year but will obviously liaise with you about this as and when
these arise.
We will have to make some adjustments to our after school activities next year for a
variety of reasons, as explained below.
Catch up tuition
The Department for Education will be devolving additional funding to schools to
support them in offering catch up tuition to students. The full details have not been
outlined yet (neither has the amount of funding that we will receive), but we are
hoping that these small group tuition sessions will be able to take place
immediately at the end of our school day. This is so that students don’t have to miss
lessons (where teachers will already be planning catch up activities) in order to
attend ‘catch up’.
Year 11 intervention sessions
We have a full programme of Year 11 intervention which we run to support our
students as they prepare for terminal examinations. We will be running these before
school next year. Provision will be all year round but will not be for all students
every week. There will therefore be occasions next year where we will be inviting
year 11 students into school for an 8.40am start on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Extra-curricular clubs
We will need to run these in Year Groups next year to ensure that students don’t mix
outside their bubbles. Clubs will run for 50 minutes at the end of the school day.
I know that the timings of these sessions (both before and after school) clash with
our ambition to help students avoid peak travel times but unfortunately we have
little flexibility with this. If we are to offer additional, optional sessions like these, we
have to place them outside our normal curriculum provision.
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School uniform
All schools are being encouraged to return to full school uniform expectations from
September and it is being made clear that “uniforms do not need to be cleaned any
more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using methods which are
different from normal.”
We are proposing two changes to our uniform requirements for the duration of the
pandemic:
We currently ask students to wear black polishable shoes to school. With the
increased expectation on students walking to school, and therefore walking longer
distances, we are suggesting that this rule be changed to ‘plain black footwear’.
This means that students could wear trainers or plimsolls to school which are better
suited for longer distance walking. Footwear will need to be completely black. If you
look at the two examples of Nike trainers pictured below, the one on the left would
not be appropriate as it is not plain black, whereas the logo and sole of the trainers
on the right hand side are all in black, so this could be an
appropriate choice.

The second change is that on any day that a student has a practical PE lesson, we
will ask students to come to school dressed in their PE kit. This means that we will
not use the changing rooms which are spaces which risk face to face transmission
of the coronavirus.
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Your feedback on the arrangements we
have made to how schools need to
operate from September
We need to ask you a number of questions regarding the arrangements we’re
proposing in this section. Some of the information you provide will be useful in
helping us to shape any adjustments to our provision and other information will be
used to support our work with Ealing’s school travel team on developing safe routes
to school for cyclists.
The survey which we will text you will ask the following questions.
Question Four
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“My child will be able to walk to school next academic year.”
Yes

No

Question Five (optional)
If you would like advice about safe walking routes to school for your child next year,
please let us know by answering the following questions.
● The area of London where I live is ____________________.
● My postcode is ______________________.
Question Six
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“My child will be able to cycle to school next academic year.”
Yes

No
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Question Seven (optional)
If you would like advice about safe cycling routes to school for your child next year,
please let us know by answering the following questions.
● The area of London where I live is ____________________.
● My postcode is ______________________.
Question Eight
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“My child will have to use public transport to get to school next academic year.”
Yes

No

Question Nine
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“I agree that the changes to the start and finish times of the school day will support
my child by reducing the need to travel at peak times.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Ten
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“My child will be attending school in September.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Eleven
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“I am happy with the suggested changes to school uniform from September.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Seizing opportunity
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Question Twelve
Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions or other feedback about
the actions we have taken to operate our school in September.
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Our curriculum, behaviour and pastoral
support
This section of the Government guidance addresses a range of issues, including the
curriculum expectation for schools, remote education, student wellbeing and
behaviour.

Curriculum expectation and remote education
We are being asked to keep a broad and ambitious curriculum for students next
year and to provide high quality education for everyone. The suggestion is that we
address any gaps in students’ education which have arisen as a result of the school
closure period in the first two terms of the year so that we can return to our normal
curriculum offer by the summer term. In order to do this, we will use regular quizzes
and checks of student learning as we have been doing in the lessons we have been
setting remotely.
What is clear is that we will also need to continue remote education next year. This
will be necessary for the following reasons:
● An individual student (or someone in their household) may develop
coronavirus symptoms and have to self isolate, thus not being able to attend
school.
● The NHS Test and Trace system may indicate that a student has been in
contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus so the student
may have to self isolate.
● There could be a local outbreak of coronavirus leading to us having to close
the school to all students or to particular year groups.
In these circumstances, students may be well enough to work at home but be
unable to attend school, so we will continue to set lessons remotely. We will be
receiving further guidance from the Department for Education about this and will set
up any new systems in response to this as soon as we can.
All schools will be introducing a new Relationships, Sex and Health Education
programme from next year in response to revised Government guidance. Thank you
to those of you who have supported us in developing this. We will need to delay the
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introduction of this slightly so that we are able to fit in some additional lessons we’re
planning on students’ wellbeing and mental health as they return to school after a
long period of absence. However we will ensure that we are teaching the new
Relationships, Sex and Health Education programme as soon as possible in the
school year. The Department of Education has set a deadline for this of the summer
term, but we feel we will probably be able to begin well before this.
Other news about the curriculum will be that there may be some changes to
expectations for students in Years 11 and 13 next year in terms of their subject
content. There is a national consultation taking place at the moment which is looking
at how to reduce some of the examinable content in students’ exams. This will
reduce stress levels for these students considerably and increase the time we have
available in lessons to teach students. We will let you know about the outcome of
this Ofqual consultation as soon as decisions have been made.
We will need to make changes in some areas of our curriculum because of the
guidance. For example, singing and playing wind or brass instruments are not
recommended, so our music curriculum will need to be adapted. PE is another area
where there will need to be a lot of change to our curriculum, as contact sports
must be avoided and we need to use outdoor spaces as much as possible.

Student wellbeing
As well as the lessons we’re planning when students return to support their mental
health and wellbeing, we are taking steps to support our students when they return.
There is a wealth of support being provided both by Ealing Council and the
Department for Education but four examples of actions we’re planning are detailed
below.
● Ealing Council have funded the placement of an Emotional Wellbeing
Practitioner in our school who will be training all staff in strategies to support
students with their mental health.
● This practitioner will also be able to conduct some small group and/or 1:1
sessions to support students, in addition to the counselling provision we
already have in place.
● Senior and pastoral staff will be having training in supporting students who
may struggle to adapt to the new routines of school.
● Senior and pastoral staff have had training on how to support students in the
event that there has been a bereavement.
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Student behaviour
We have already amended our behaviour policy in the light of the pandemic and we
will actively teach these new expectations to students. Students must respect our
social distancing requirements and the ‘no touching’ rule as this will be essential for
our community safety. I am hopeful that we won’t have incidents where we need to
use our sanction system to address repeated incidents of breaches of these rules
but we will need to do so if students knowingly fail to comply.
A concern we have is that some students may struggle to adjust to the long lesson
times and reduction in the number of break times from two per day to one. We have
a number of plans to address this. All staff will be having training on how to adapt
their lesson planning and organisation so that the longer period is well broken up to
maintain student interest and attention.
Something else we are introducing to support
with this challenge is called the ‘Daily Mile’
(see this link for details). We plan to operate
this each day for students in Years 7 - 11
during either lesson 1 or lesson 3. Teachers
will be asked to spend 15 minute of lesson
time (including time getting from/to the
classroom) getting students out of the
classroom to walk, jog or run for a few
minutes. This will be organised on a rotational
basis so that the same lesson is not hit each
week. We think that the Daily Mile will have
real health benefits for our students and will
help them to recover their fitness levels after a long period of school closures, as
well as helping to prevent any poor behaviour which might arise as a consequence
of students not being able to ‘let off steam’ as they move around the site between
lessons and at break times. Students don’t need any kit for this - just a coat if it’s
cold. We’re going to mark out tracks they can follow so that social distancing can be
observed - even including ‘overtaking zones’ so that faster students are able to
maintain their pace!
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Your feedback on the arrangements we
are making for our curriculum, pastoral
support and student behaviour in
September
The survey which we will text you will ask the following questions.
Question Thirteen
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“I support the school’s proposals for managing the curriculum next year.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Fourteen
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“My child’s wellbeing will be supported next year.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly disagree

Question Fifteen
Please indicate your response to the following statement:
“I am happy with the strategies the school is proposing to encourage positive
student behaviour next year.”
Strongly agree

Agree

Seizing opportunity

Disagree

Strongly disagree
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Question Sixteen
Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions or other feedback about
the actions we are planning with regards to our curriculum, pastoral support and
student behaviour next year.
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Contingency planning for outbreaks of
coronavirus
This section of the Government guidance is important and somewhat sobering, in
that we are having to have robust contingency plans in place just in case we need to
close the school (or parts of it) suddenly because of a local coronavirus outbreak.
In terms of public health, we would be supported in this eventuality by the local
authority’s health protection team who would lead on providing specific advice to
us, including identifying any individual or group of people who might need to self
isolate.
There are two parts of this section of the guidance that we have to follow. The first
section is about the public health response and communicating this quickly and
effectively with you. We will need to ask you more frequently than normal to check
that we have the correct contact details for you, as mobile phone numbers change
quite frequently. We are going to develop strategies for doing this regularly.
The second section of the guidance is about the remote education which we would
provide in the event that individuals or groups would be unable to attend school for
a period of time. Further guidance will be published by September for us to
consider and I will report to you once we have been able to consider this.
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Your feedback on contingency planning
for outbreaks of coronavirus
Question Seventeen
Please let us know if you have any questions, suggestions or other feedback about
the actions we are planning with regards to contingency planning for outbreaks of
coronavirus.
Question Eighteen
Please let us know if you have any other feedback for us about our plans for
students to return in September.
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Key dates for your diary
As I’m sure you will appreciate having read this document, there will be a lot of staff
training needed at the beginning of next term to make sure that everything is ready
for you. I do apologise for the late notice with this, but we have decided to fit an
additional Staff Training day into our school calendar. This means that our Year 7
students will start at school on Friday 4th September instead of Thursday 3rd. I hope
that you appreciate that taking a little bit of extra time now will be beneficial in the
long term in us having a safe, smooth and effective start to term.
When Year 7 students are in on 4th September, we will have the time to train them
in our Health and Safety routines. Students in Year 11 and 13 have already had this
training as part of our wider reopening this term. This training has been valuable and
we’ve been really pleased to see how well students have responded to it. We are
therefore planning that for students in Years 8, 9, and 10, we invite them in for a
Health and Safety induction followed by a 1:1 meeting with a member of staff as
their first ‘taste of school’ in September. This will give students the training they
need along with the opportunity to ask questions, share concerns and generally
bridge the gap between a long period of absence from school and the new term.
What all of this means is that the start to next term will look like this:
Wednesday 2nd September
Staff training - students not in school
Thursday 3rd September
Staff training - students not in school
Friday 4th September
Year 7

First day of term

Year 12

Enrolment
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Monday 7th September
Year 7

Normal lessons in school

Year 8

Students will be at home. We will set them some work they can do
remotely - e.g. pre-reading or activity which will prepare them for their
return to school.

Years 9
and 10

Students will be invited into school in staggered groups throughout the
day. They will attend health and safety induction and will then have a 1:1
appointment with a teacher. Individual appointments will be sent out for
these sessions. Students will return home once their 1:1 meeting has
finished.

Year 11

First day of term. Normal lessons.

Year 12

Enrolment

Year 13

Exam week - students will be in school revising for and sitting exams
Tuesday 8th September

Year 7

Normal lessons

Year 8

Students will be invited into school in staggered groups throughout the
day. They will attend health and safety induction and will then have a 1:1
appointment with a teacher. Individual appointments will be sent out for
these sessions. Students will return home once their 1:1 meeting has
finished.

Years 9
and 10

Students will be at home. We will set them some work they can do
remotely - e.g. pre-reading or activity which will prepare them for their
return to school.

Year 11

Normal lessons

Year 12

Induction - a programme of this will be sent home over the summer.

Year 13

Exam week - students will be in school revising for and sitting exams
Wednesday 9th September

Years
7-12

Normal lessons for all students except for Year 13

Year 13

Exam week - students will be in school revising for and sitting exams
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Term dates next academic year
Wednesday 2nd September
w/c Monday 26th October
Friday 27th November
Friday 18th December

First day of term
Autumn Half term
Training day for teachers - students not in school
Last day of the Autumn term

Monday 5th January
w/c Monday 5th February
Monday 15th March
Wednesday 31st March

First day of the Spring term
Spring Half term
Training day for teachers - students not in school
Last day of the Spring term

Monday 19th April
Monday 3rd May
w/c Monday 31st May
Wednesday 21st July

First day of the Summer term
May Bank holiday
Summer Half term
Last day of Summer term for students
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